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Summary:

The bill clarifies time limitations on postsecondary fee exemptions for eligible students who
were in the custody of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCF or department):

e A student who was in the custody of the department at the time he or she reached 18
years of age, or a student, who after spending at least six months in the custody of the
department after reaching 16 years of age, was placed in a guardianship by the court, is
exempt from payment of postsecondary fees with no time limitation;

e A student who was in the custody of a relative under the Relative Caregiver Program at
the time he or she reached 18 years of age or a student who is adopted from the
department after May 5, 1997, is exempt from the payment of postsecondary fees for a
period of four years after the date of graduation from high school.

! After the 1997 Legislature authorized the fee exemption for a student who was adopted from the department after December
31, 1997, the question continued to be raised as to why the Legislature did not start the authority on the effective date of the
bill. About 430 children were adopted between the close of the Legislative Session in 1997 and December 31, 1997. The date
was changed from December 31, 1997 to December 5, 1997 during the 1999 legislative session. CS/SB 1924, Senate Staff
Analysis and Economic Impact Statement, Governmental Oversight and Productivity Committee, April 12, 1999.
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This bill substantially amends section 1009.25, Florida Statutes.
I. Present Situation:

Current Florida law ? provides exemptions for the payment of tuition and fees, including lab fees,
for adult basic, adult secondary, or career-preparatory instruction for a number of categories of
students, including a student:

e Who is or was at the time he or she reached 18 years of age, in the custody of the
department;

e Who, after spending at least six months in the custody of the department after reaching 16
years of age, was placed in a guardianship by the court;

e Who is or was at the time he or she reached 18 years of age, in the custody of a relative
under s. 39.5085, F.S.; or
e Who is adopted from DCF after May 5, 1997.

While there is no time limitation on the exemption for students in the first two categories above,
the exemption for students in the latter two categories is four years after the date of graduation
from high school.* Community based care lead agencies have reported that some schools are
interpreting the law to mean that the 4-year time limitation applies to all four of the above
categories of eligible students.*

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill clarifies the time limitations on postsecondary fee exemptions for eligible students who
were in the custody of the department.

Students eligible for fee exemptions, but only for a period of four years after the date of
graduation from high school include:

e A student who was in the custody of a relative under the Relative Caregiver Program at
the time he or she reached 18 years of age; and
e A student who was adopted from the department after May 5, 1997.

V. Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

?5.1009.25, F.S.

® It is believed that a student in either of these latter two categories is more likely to have an adult in his or her life who will
provide the guidance and support necessary for the student to complete postsecondary education within four years after the
date of graduation from high school.

* SB 1148, Staff Analysis and Economic Impact, Department of Children and Family Services, January 27, 2010.
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

DCF reports that the bill will have no fiscal impact on the department.

The Department of Education reports that the bill would not change the existing fiscal
impact of the fee waivers.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIIl.  Additional Information:
A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:

(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Higher Education Committee on April 13, 2010:

The committee substitute removes redundant language in order to clarify that children in
the custody of a relative under the Relative Caregiver Program (s. 39.5085, F.S.) and
children who were adopted from the Department of Children and Family Services after
May 5, 1997, are exempt from the payment of postsecondary fees for a period of 4 years
after the date of graduation from high school.

B. Amendments:

None.
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This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.




